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TOWNSHIP ROADS AND WORKS 
 

 Owing to the lengthy dry spell which has hit this part of the world it has not been possible to 

do any scraping of the roads which have become somewhat rough and potholed.  Most of the pot-

holes in the tarred portion of Southbroom Avenue have been filled in as have holes in the other 

tarred roads.  Road verges have been cleared and bush adjoining dangerous corners has been cut 

down to improve visibility.  ESCOM has cut right down many of the trees in Southbroom Avenue, 

Eagle Street and Captain Smith Road where they have interfered with the power lines.   The effect 

of thinning out the pines has been quite remarkable and some lovely vistas have been opened up 

and some fine specimens of indigenous trees, hitherto smothered by surrounding pines, are now 

exposed to view  

 With building operations taking place or about to take place, in hitherto undeveloped parts 

of the township, some major problems of access and drainage have arisen resulting in a 

considerable drain on the manpower of the road gangs who have been deployed to cope with some 

of the problems. 

HOW SOUTHBROOM GOT ITS NAME AND A SHORT HISTORY OF THE EARLY DAYS OF THE 

TOWNSHIP 

 There have been numerous requests from readers of the newsletter to your correspondent 

for a history of Southbroom.  Your Committee has agreed to this subject forming the bulk of this 

newsletter and an endeavour has been made to cover briefly the period from the time of the arrival 

of the first European in these parts up to the time of the formation of the Health Committee in 

December 1952. 

 The name “Southbroom” is of historic interest and thus differs from the unimaginative 

names of so many of the other South Coast resorts.   The first European occupier and owner of land 

on which the township now stands,  was Alfred Eyles who was born in Somersetshire in 1861.  At 
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the age of 20 he became a missionary and arrived in Durban in 1882.  He was offered the 

opportunity of starting mission work near the present Izotsha Station.  He accepted this offer and 

resided there until August 1884.   While he was there he was joined by his brother Thomas who 

assisted in the work of the mission.  In 1884 the local African people  who lived near the Imbezane 

River asked Alfred Eyles to start a mission in their neighbourhood.  The two brothers visited 

Imbezane and finding the area attractive they decided to run a mission for the Society of Friends.  

The mission was established near the hill known as “Ntasaba” or “The Outlook” at the mouth of the 

Imbezane  River and the establishments consisted of huts of wattle and daub.  In 1887 Alfred Eyles 

married Catherine Jarvis of Pewsey.  The marriage took place at the Umfumi Mission near the 

present Adams Mission, from where they travelled partly by cart and partly on horseback until they 

reached Imbezane about a week later. 

It was shortly before this time that Alfred Eyles applied for a grant of land from the Natal 

Government and he acquired 125 acres at R1.00 * an acre.  The northern boundary was the 

Imbezane River from about 200 yards above the present bridge to the knoll of the Maquibi.  The 

southern boundary ran approximately through the main entrance of the present township.  The 

purpose of the purchase was to extend the size of the mission.  In 1887 Alfred Eyles required more 

land for the mission and he acquired, at R1.00 per acres, a further 212 acres.  This block was an 

extension of the first areas and ran in a southerly direction.  In 1890 the voluntary contributions, on 

which the running of the mission depended, began to dwindle while expenses began to I crease and 

it became apparent that the mission would have to become self supporting if it was to survive. 

The obvious way to achieve this was to indulge in farming activities.  Thus came about a 

third purchase of land in extent 577 acres, also obtained at R1.00 an acre.  The total area now 

extended from Imbezane to the Inkobi Rivers.  The success of the farming operations is evidenced 

by the fact that by 1896 the mission had become independent of outside support.  Several years 

later two further areas, both seas facing, extending along the length of the present township, were 

acquired.  The records fail to reveal the price , but in view of the fact that these areas were not good 

farming land it is quite likely that the price per acres was less than the price of the previous 

purchases. 

 While missionary work and farming operations were being carried on peacefully in 1895 and 

this part of the coast was but little known to the outside community, it suddenly had its first burst 

of publicity in the early part of that year with the wreck of the “Fascadale”.  This was a 1,776 ton 
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four-masted steel sailing ship which had sailed from Java and was bound for the port of Lisbon with 

a cargo of sugar and crew of 28 persons.  In the early hours of the morning of 7th February, 1895, 

the ship ran onto the rocks just south of the Imbezane river and about 125 yards from the shore.  

The rocks in front of the hotel and seawards of the old tidal pool are probably the rocks which 

caused the destruction of the ship, and they are still known as  “Fascadales”.  Several members of 

the crew of the “Fascadale” attempted to swim to shore, two were drowned and one reached the 

beaches.  Then the steamer, northern castle came to the rescue.  The chief Officer, Frank 

Whitehead, swam to the wreck with a lifeline and along this line most of the crew reached safety on 

the steamer while five others swam to shore.  Altogether four men and several domestic animals 

were isted missing from the wreck.  It is recorded, but the accuracy cannot be vouched for, that the 

captain of the “Fascadale” was one named Smith and that Captain Smith Road was named after 

him.   

 The next recorded item of interest was in 1907 when the Swedish Zulu Mission started 

operating in this area.  By mutual agreement this Society took over the mission work and this was 

facilitated by Alfred Eyles, making a free grand of 12 acres of land to the Society for their new 

buildings.  One result of this take over was that the name “Imbezane Mission” , by which the Eyles 

homestead was known, was transferred to the new centre established by the Swedish Mission and 

the name “Southbroom” was given to the old homestead.  It was named after “Southbroom Hall” 

the family  home in Devizes.  

 The third son of Alfred Eyles, Frank, assisted his father with the work on the farm for many 

years until 1926 when he took over sole control of the farm under a lease.  In 1933, Gilbert Eyles, a 

younger brother of Frank’s, who was in business in Port Shepstone as a Chartered Accountant, 

entered into partnership with Frank with the object of developing a township along the sea front.  

This was the start of the Township of Southbroom.  Development was slow at first and the road 

conditions were extremely poor along the Lower South Coast main road.   However with building of 

the present road from Port Shepstone southwards, more and more people became acquainted with 

the natural beauty of this delightful area and a boarding house, later to become an hotel, and 

several cottages made their appearance in the northern part of the township in the area 

surrounding the present hotel and Imbezane beach.  

 It was not long before Frank Eyles conceived the idea of building a nine-hole golf course and 

he proceeded to lay this out in virgin grass and bush country and by 1939 the course was open to 
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the public.  In the meantime Gilbert Eyles was busy planning the future development of the then 

existing township and was scheming the lay-out for various extensions to the township.   It was the 

main objective of the two brothers that Southbroom should develop as a park-like residential 

township and that the natural beauty of the country be preserved.  The examples of the mushroom-

like growth of some of the townships north of Southbroom with their small plots and largely 

unplanned or poorly planned overall lay-out had not been lost on these men and consequently 

Southbroom has retained it natural dignity as a well planned residential area throughout its 

expansion.  They therefore decided to form a company in august, 1946 known as “The Southbroom 

Development Company”,  of which they were both directors, to take over all the land in the estate.  

The company was responsible for the extension of the 9-hole golf course into an 18-hole one, which 

today ranks as one of the finest and most popular coastal courses in the Republic.  The company 

leased the club houe and the course to the Southbroom Golf Club and in October 1963 the Health 

committee purchased these amenities from the Development Company and now leases them to the 

Golf Club.  Likwise the Health Committee has recently acquired the bowling green and club house 

which are leased at a nominal rent to the Bowling Club. 

 In December, 1952 the Health Committee was formed and first members of the Committee 

were Messrs. R.H. Ault, A.E. Brown, A.G. Eyles, H.D. Maxwell, N.G.H. Roy, C.P. van Niekerk and Dr. 

J.C. Towmey. 

 From then on there has been continued progress in the amenities of the Township and lately 

there has been fairly rapid growth in the number of houses which have been built.  The name “ 

Southbroom” and the name “Eyles” are so closely linked that old-timers cannot think of one 

without the other.  It is therefore recorded  that neither Gilbert nor Frank are alive now to witness 

just how the seed they planted has blossomed into the attractive township it is today.  But Gilbert 

Eyles and his family are not forgotten as is witnessed by the names of some of the streets – Gilbert 

Road, Eyles Road, Cliff Road and Basil Street (named after his sons Cliff and Basil), and Dorwin Road 

(named after Doris and wife Win).   The park has recently been named the Gilbert Eyles Park.  

Another interesting street name is Mandy Road, named after Mr L. Mandy who laid out the golf 

course in its present form.  Outlook Road is named after the first mission run by Alfred Eyles on the 

hill called “The Outlook”. 
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 It is only to be hoped that the present and future generations will endeavour to retain for 

the Township its high standard of development, combined with its charm and freedom from 

congestion, which the Eyles brothers and their successors have taken so much care to build up. 

 In conclusion, your correspondent wishes to thank Mrs. Win Eyles for making available to 

the Health Committee the notes prepared by the late Mr. Alfred Eyles (Junior) in 1960 and form 

which much of the Eyles history referred to in this letter has been taken. 

TELEPHONE SERVICE 

 Since the issue of the last newsletter, all local telephone subscribers have received official 

notification that the after-hours service on Public Holidays and Sundays will remain in force.  It 

remains for us to thank Mr. Douglas Mitchell for taking up this matter so promptly with the 

Postmaster-General and for achieving the results we so much wanted. 

WEATHER AND RAINFALL 

 Southbroom has lived up to its reputation for having good weather in the months of April 

and May, although the latter part of May produced unseasonable heavy north-easterly winds on 

several occasions.  Whilst the fine weather is much appreciated by the residents they would very 

much welcome a few days of soaking rains to alleviate the drought which has hit the countryside, 

the golf course and gardens very severely.  In April only 4.45 inches of rain were recorded and in 

May there was a paltry 0.24 ins. as compared with a total of 9.94 ins. for the corresponding months 

of the previous year. 

 7th June, 1968      H.R. LEWIN, 
         Public Relations officer, 
              SOUTHBROOM HEALTH COMMITTEE 
        

 

 


