NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2013

Hi Everyone,
This month we have a bit of everything, thanks to some excellent contributions from all sectors of the
community, it makes my job as “editor” of this letter so much easier and I’m sure it makes more
interesting reading for you. Please continue to keep your eyes and ears tuned to what is happening
around you and keep the articles and reports flowing. Thank you.

Ratepayers News
WATER SUPPLY - Richard Derman
The Southbroom Water project is a joint venture between Southbroom Ratepayers Association and
Southbroom Conservancy. It was initiated by Jim Davey and John Kinghorn to address the water
supply issues in Southbroom following disruption to the water supply over the Christmas period.
Southbroom Water project is working in conjunction with UGU which has assigned specialists to the
project. A detailed analysis of the reticulation system has been completed , all valves have been
identified , cleaned and are being checked and the reticulation system has been re-mapped.
UGU is now busy testing and repairing damaged valves and is replacing 28 air valves as well as
commissioning pressure valves which had been previously installed but not fully commissioned. It is
anticipated that the reticulation system will be fully maintained and operating efficiently by 31
October 2013 , thereby enabling UGU to repair leaks more effectively by isolating the leaking valves
without compromising the whole water supply in Southbroom.
UGU is actively monitoring the bulk water supply to Southbroom , fixing existing leaks and has now
installed an early warning program to anticipate and address water supply issues before they become
critical. Some of the valves however cannot be accessed because of residential encroachment on to
servitudes. A list of defaulting landowners has been completed and they will be contacted to arrange
access or relocation of these valves.

ROADS - Brian Thompson
HCM appointed a contractor who completed a further 1800m2 of road patching in September. We
are currently assessing roads still to be repaired – those needing patching, those needing complete
resurfacing, and sand roads to be tarred.
1

We requested that HCM paint road markings in Southbroom, particularly unreadable stop signs. HCM
have started the painting in the shopping centre and Golf Club areas.
We appointed a contractor to erect two speed humps on Southbroom Avenue (to reduce speeding),
one on Frances street and one on Capt. Smith road (near the Golf Club). The two speed humps near
the Golf club were sited with the approval of the Golf club, with a view to improving the safety of
golfers. The Golf Club committee agreed to pay for these speed humps and also to raise the existing
speed hump on Eagle Street opposite the Pro Shop.
We have requested that HCM refurbish several kilometres of roads in Southbroom, and raised this at
the Ward committee. HCM have advised that they are in progress of arranging a loan for road
refurbishment.

SIGNAGE – Kate Clarence
Kate Clarence has been hard at work updating and
refreshing the signage in our village. All of the Directional
Signs have a new look and have been redone with larger
writing of the street names and Product Owners, and last
week all the Directional Signs got New White Headers with
a white background making them easier to read.
Over the last few months the cairns have also been
repainted; this is an on-going project as the cairns fade
over time.
Signage in Southbroom is governed by local by-laws, it is
not permitted to display any signage without first
obtaining approval of the Signage Committee. If you need
any information on signage please contact
Kate Clarence on 039 316 6982 or 082 578 1342

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – SATURDAY 14TH DECEMBER 09H00
Please take note that the AGM of the Southbroom Ratepayers Association, The Southbroom Property
Owners Association and the Southbroom Community Policing Forum will be held on the above date
at the Southbroom Golf Club.

Conservation Corner
Contributions from Libby Cochrane, David Halle & Joy Crutchfield

Blue duiker family in residence
Southbroom Avenue resident, Elsa Pretorius advises that a pair of blue duiker have found a safe
haven within their property boundary at Clivia Cottage.
The pair has actually set up house in a bushy natural thicket which the Pretorius’ call ‘their secret
garden’. And as this little pristine preserve is out of bounds to everyone it remains untainted by
anything whatsoever human.
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According to Elsa, ‘Mrs’ duiker recently gave birth and now they have the extraordinary pleasure of
watching the fawn being taken on strolls in the company of its proud parents - always within a quick
dash to their safe haven.
This is tremendously special and just another reason why everyone who lives in Southbroom knows
what a unique place it truly is.

Bushbuck checks the signage board
Pat and Peter Lewis from North Ridge Road were thrilled to be greeted by the sight of a very proud
and regal, bushbuck doe, standing quite relaxed, near the signage boards at the north entrance on
their return to the village on September 22 at 10am.
This ram was not so lucky
Regular Imbizana River paddler, Mark Adendorf reports recently seeing a very water bloated
bushbuck ram, bobbing along some three metres from the river bank followed by a young metre-long
crocodile with its sights set firmly on an unexpected feast.
The sighting was well up the river on the inland side of the freeway bridge, so there is no need to
press any panic button. Small/juvenile crocodiles are regularly sighted in the river, especially around
the numerous shallow sandy coves which they consider perfect sun bathing spots.
Update on Selso
Selso, the little elephant seal rescued after being stranded midway between Granny’s Pool and Shad
Rock back in June and currently being cared for by specialist staff at uShaka Sea World, is now 1.8m
long and at 150kg has almost doubled his original weight.
Helen, his personal carer advises that Selso is a firm favourite at uShaka Sea World and staff just love
watching this creature as he plays with his toys which include a large white plastic 10 litre container,
a small buoy and his number one best, a red ridged hot water bottle. His eyes are enormous,
probably at least two inches in diameter are as black as coal and his new whiskers on either side of
his nose are a further sign that he is maturing.
Once Selso reaches 180kg,(probably by December) he will begin his ‘long swim to freedom’ and a
life in the frigid Antarctic waters by being first air freighted to Port Elizabeth and then released into
the food enriched Agulhas current which will take him on his journey far south.
A South Coast seal story from yesteryear
Unlike Selso, who before the year is out, will hopefully begin his ‘long swim to freedom’ as an
accepted member of a well fed colony heading to the waters of the Antarctic pack ice, back in 1982 it
was a different story for a female elephant seal which beached at Southport and gave birth to a
healthy male pup.
The arrival of the seal, named Sally and her subsequent delivery of a young Sammy (as he was
named) on the banks of the umHlangankulu lagoon created considerable interest not to mention
daily traffic congestion as people travelled from miles to see this phenomenon.
When her pup was a mere three weeks old, his mother’s natural survival instincts took over. Sally
left. Sammy stayed.
Conservation and how we care about conserving and protecting nature has changed dramatically in
the past three decades. Man continues to behave in the most diabolical and barbaric way when you
think of the rhinos and elephants on this continent, but in the main, mankind does go about doing
many things the right way.
When the mother elephant seal abandoned her pup up in Southport, the Parks Board which had
been carefully monitoring the entire episode, stepped in and took charge. Young Sammy was first
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taken to Durban and then air freighted in a special container to Hout Bay where he remained under
the care of well-known marine expert, Professor de Villers for a period of six months before boarding
a flight to Germany and the Berlin Zoo.
Unlike Selso, who will soon know what it is like to ‘swim the long journey to freedom’ Sammy
remained a captive all his life.
For years after the event, Doffie Graham, a long gone Southbroom resident, who some may
remember, sent Sammy a Christmas card. Her first, sent in 1983 was addressed: ‘To Sammy, The
Elephant Seal from South Africa, Berlin Zoo, Berlin, Germany. PLEASE DELIVER ’
By return of post, Doffy received not only a photograph showing a much grown up Sammy but a
delightful letter from a Professor Klös of the Berlin Zoo on behalf of Sammy, informing her that her
Christmas card had been forwarded to Sammy ‘who appeared very pleased with it’.
Doffy kept up this annual tradition for many years and because of it the South Coast community,
through the Herald, eventually heard that Sammy had found an agreeable ‘wife’ and in due course
became a father.
DOGS RUNNING WILD
Two separate pairs of dogs are cause for general alarm along the beach and Admiralty Reserve
running southwards to Umkobi beach.
Witnesses report that one pair, a black Labrador cross and a reddie colour Labrador cross have
already killed a mongoose and been seen attempting to bring down a bush buck. It is not known
whether the other dogs, best described as a black Alsatian cross and a crossbreed have notched up
any kills, but those who have seen the pair describe them as showing all the skills attributed to
hunting dogs.
Does anyone know who owns these dogs?
If you know anything that may help you are urgently advised to contact honorary Ezemvelo KZN
Wildlife officer Peddy Bam at 082 771 3158

ANNUAL COASTAL CLEAN-UP
If you were under the impression
that our beachfront is in pristine
shape, you should speak to one of
the eight volunteers who rolled up
to take part in the annual Coastal
clean-up on Saturday, September
21.
The party met at the main beach
and spent two hours working their
way slowly southwards to Shad Rock
and in that time and covering just
that stretch, were appalled to find
enough rubbish to fill no less than
eight bags.
The beach itself is fine, but take a
step into the dune vegetation and it
is a different story.
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David Hallé reports that apart from all the usual ‘stuff’ they were greeted with condoms, cigarette
lighters and even a compressor that required the combined labours of two able people to move so it
could be loaded onto a trailer and disposed of.
According to David ‘it was a real shock’ and so was finding the dune area immediately behind the
popular fishing spot at Shad Rock littered with a ‘cache’ of expensive empty beer bottles.
WALKING IN NATURE
On Sunday, October 13 Walking in Nature will be heading inland to the picturesque Mbumbazi
Nature Reserve near Paddock.
With spring clearly in the air, there should be lovely flowers. Birders can look forward to many
interesting sightings and there will be encounters with zebra and other animals for those who simply
enjoy the pleasure of ‘rambling’. The views are of course spectacular.
For those who don’t want to walk, they can wander around the camp area soaking in the peace and
quiet while bird watching.
Meet at 8am. No dogs. Cost R20. Après-walk food and beverages will be on sale.
Directions: Take the main road to Sheppie. Take the Harding Road as far as Paddock and at the Shell
service station turn left. Continue past the Paddock Farmers’ Club on to the dirt road. Travel +/- 1km
then turn right and proceed to the reserve entrance.

BUSHBUCK & GREY DUIKER RELEASED INTO BUSHBUCK TRAIL
Craig Hosken recently released a young Bushbuck ram and a Grey Duiker female into Southbroom’s
Bushbuck Trail. During their rehabilitation at Crag’s View Wild Care Centre the two antelopes shared
an enclosure so it is good that the ‘friends’ are still together.
The Bushbuck was injured in an electric fence and has a burn mark on the back of his neck. His
growth is stunted and he has yet to grow
horns. The Grey Duiker is a hand-reared
orphan.
Please support Crag’s View Wild Care Centre
in the important work that they do in
rehabilitating wild life for release into areas
that are considered more secure than most.
Please visit their website on
www.cragsview.co.za and consider making a
donation to: Crag’s View Wild Care Centre,
Nedbank, Shelly Beach, Account Number
1397049677. Perhaps you could make them
the beneficiary of your next birthday or
wedding anniversary?
Whilst the Bushbuck hit the forest running,
the grey duiker took a while to pluck up the
courage to leave the safety of the release
box.
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ARE YOU RECYCLING YET? (Contribution from Jack & Jill)
I have started ‘recycling’ and it really isn’t such a pain to clean, dry and separate.
Considering the results achieved in ONE WEEK by a one-human-two-canine family, I am a convert.
I can’t believe how little of the usual waste is headed for landfill and how much will go to creating
jobs and be turned into new products.
Sincere thanks for your
unwavering
commitment to planet
Earth and for the
enormous contribution
you make to
Southbroom. Your dripdrip-dripping water
certainly impacted on
this stone!

A MUST-HAVE BOOK
Southbroom – Remembering yesteryear, written by local resident Libby Cochrane, was launched at
the spectacular street-party held in May to celebrate 80 years since Southbroom was proclaimed a
township back in 1933.
From the arrival of the missionary Alfred Eyles in 1884
and the wreck of the Fascadale in 1895, readers will be
embark on a journey that pays tribute to the early
pioneers while at the same time follow Southbroom’s
progress since it was proclaimed a township.
Remembering Yesteryear will be enjoyed by everyone
who knows and loves this unique South Coast village.
Costing R280, the book is available from several outlets
including Southbroom ProShop and the town library. It
can also be ordered from Ramsgate Stationers &
Booksellers (039 3150213) and posted anywhere,
countrywide.

CALLING ALL FROG LOVERS
Or maybe you don’t love them but are interested to know more about them. Southbroom is home to
a great variety of frogs and there will be a talk on Saturday evening 12th October at 7pm at Eyles Park
to help you identify our frogs and their calls. This will be a relaxed fun evening where you can “Picnic
in the Park” with friends and neighbours in beautiful surroundings. Bring your own Chairs,
refreshments and snacks. See attached Flyer for further details.
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TOURISM
Justin Mackrory was recently appointed the new CEO of UGU South Coast Tourism and the
Southbroom/Mpenjati members were given the opportunity to meet him at a function as San Lameer
Golf Club. He brings some new fresh ideas and plans to put South Coast right back on the map.
One of his priorities is to build a close relationship with his members at meetings and by regular
communications. It is important that Tourism members keep in close contact with their area
committees in order that their voice can be heard and appropriate action can be taken by UGU South
Coast Tourism (contact details on our website).
If you have any business which is tourism related, be it a Guesthouse, B&B, Restaurant, maybe a
house that you let or any business which benefits from Tourism (and let’s face it virtually every
business on the South Coast relies pretty heavily on tourists) it is important that you are a member.
All members are listed on the Tourism website and receive a huge amount of direct and generic
advertising coverage both locally, Nationally and Internationally through KZN and SA Tourism. If you
are not already a member make sure you get hold of your local Tourism office and sign up today.
Southbroom members will be delighted to know that one of Justin’s top priorities is to bring a regular
air service back to Margate. The following letter was recently circulated to all Tourism members but
the more people who complete this survey the better our chances. Please take a moment to
complete this survey and also pass it on to anyone who may not receive this letter but would
regularly use the air service if available.
Dear Members
We have been part of an initiative to re-establish an air service to and from Margate.
An interested airline is very keen to glean from the tourism sector what type of service would
be preferred.
A very simple survey has been designed for us to complete on for their analysis purposes. I
strongly urge members to complete the survey (it took me less than 2 minutes to complete and
submit) by logging on to the link below.
This is very important to our community and tourism in general so in advance I thank you for
your cooperation.
Yours in tourism
Justin Mackrory
Ugu South Coast Tourism
Survey Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/QJV97YK
(Should you have a problem connecting to this link, try to copy and paste into your browser)
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ROMANCE IS IN THE AIR
Is Southbroom the most romantic place in the world?
The eldest grandson of Mary and David Halle, Matthew, of Johannesburg, met Rhia, from Australia,
while on holiday in the Greek
Islands four years ago. Since
then they have travelled to many
exotic destinations but Matthew
wanted to propose to Rhia in the
old fashioned way. He excluded
all other possible places for the
view deck in the Fredericka Trail.
He asked Mary to pick a bunch
of flowers from her lovely
garden and then put a blindfold
on Rhia and took her to the deck
where the Champagne had
already been laid on. He popped
the question and the bubbly and
a perfect day was topped off
with a great show from the
whales.
I am sure all Southbroomers join me in wishing Matthew and Rhia a very long and happy life together
and thank you for choosing Southbroom for your special day.

If you have any queries regarding items in this Newsletter please contact the committee member
concerned. A full list of all community organisation members can been found on our website
www.southbroom.org

With grateful thanks for contributions from:
Southbroom Ratepayers Association
Southbroom Conservancy
Southbroom/Mpenjati Tourism
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BREAKING NEWS!!!
We have just heard that from 1st November CemAir will be operating a Friday & Sunday service
between Margate and OR Tambo.
Please complete the survey however to show your support and encourage more frequent flights.

Days of Operation:

Friday & Sunday

Depart ORTIA:

15:00

Arrive Margate:

16:30

Depart Margate:

17:00

Arrive ORTIA:

18:30

Subject to demand we will review the frequency and adjust our flight schedule accordingly.
We will be tiering the fares ranging from R1249 to R1899 (all inclusive) – per sector.
Ticket sales can be made via our online booking engine www.flycemair.co.za or via our reservation
office – tickets@cemair.co.za
Our luggage allowance is 20kg per person (inclusive of hand luggage).
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