NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2015
Hi Everyone,
The end of the year is fast approaching and we look forward to welcoming our up-country
homeowners and regular visitors. Your committee have been working hard throughout the year, as
you can see from Brian Thompsons report below, and we hope you will find an improvement in the
beaches, roads and overall conditions. We must thank not only the SRA committee but also the many
volunteers who manage the library, maintain our public gardens, our care group who help those in
times of illness and many others who quietly “do their bit” towards making Southbroom a very
special community.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Annual General Meetings
The AGM’s of the Ratepayers Association and Community Policing Form (CPF) will be held at the Golf
Club at 0900 on Saturday 19th December 2015. This date is chosen to enable ratepayers who live out
of town to attend. We appreciate that this is holiday season, and we will try and keep these meetings
as short as possible. Please diarise and attend these meetings as they provide feedback and direction
for both committees.
Roads
The rehabilitation of Link Road (1.1kms) started on 11 August 2015 and should be completed by the
end of November 2015, so far it is looking great. Our civil engineers monitored progress and checked
the quality of the work. This is the first road in Southbroom that has been completely refurbished,
and we are planning for many more
HCM have agreed to a budget for the design work to determine the appropriate pavement structure
and costing for College and Lewin roads in 2015/16, and we hope to obtain a capital budget for the
work to be done in 2016/2017.
No pothole repairs were done by HCM for the last three months because of a legal challenge to the
tender process for a new pothole repair contract. However, HCM have recently approved the use of
the previous contractor pending the legal case. We have sent a survey of roads needing repair to
HCM, work has already commenced and we are hoping that most of these will be completed by midDecember.
Beaches and Pools
The main beach tidal pool has been empty on occasions because we have been checking some leaks.
We continue to arrange a service provider to drain and clean the pool every two months. The tidal
pool is looking good and continues to be well used.
I am pleased to report that HCM has eventually replaced the old septic tank at the main beach, which
was leaking effluent into the lagoon.
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Water Supply
UGU had a crisis in early November resulting in undrinkable salty water supplied to the areas from
Ramsgate to Port Shepstone. Southbroom was fortunate that our supply comes from the
Umtamvuma water works and was not affected.
We cooperated with UGU to utilise water from Southbroom for water tankers to supply drinking
water to the areas north of us. There is no need for Southbroom residents to panic or concern
themselves about UGU utilising water from our area to supply others, but we must all be aware that
we are undergoing a severe drought and conserve water wherever possible.
I wish to thank our water committee, particularly Jim Davey and John Kinghorn, for their efforts in
ensuring that we continue to receive a clean and reliable water supply.
Town Planning
The HCM Planning section has been very supportive of the planning issues that we discussed with
them in January 2015, and the status is as follows:
South Ridge Road – We have been challenging the numerous building contraventions with the owner
of this property for about five years. On 4 June 2015 HCM published a notice where the owner
applied for special consent to regularise these contraventions. We consulted with the affected
neighbours and lodged an objection to the application on 8 June 2015, and are still awaiting a
decision from HCM on the objections.
Exeter Road – The owner has eventually demolished the illegal shack which encroached onto the
Bush Buck trail, and ceased other illegal construction pending the approval of plans.
Strategic Plan
We held a workshop to prepare a strategic plan for the Ratepayers Association. We analysed the
current situation, agreed a vision of where we would like to be, and agreed the goals required to
achieve this vision. The plan contains a lot of useful information, and will provide direction for the
future. The plan is published on the Southbroom website http://www.southbroom.org/ under
Community Initiatives/Ratepayer Association if anyone is interested.
Service Delivery Requests
Please send any service delivery requests or complaints to the municipalities at the call centres:
HCM (rates, roads, verges, beaches etc.) - services@hcm.gov.za
Ugu (water, sewerage) - info@ugu.gov.za.
These requests are well monitored by municipal officials. You can refer the complaints to the
ratepayers association if you do not receive an adequate response within a reasonable period.
HCM Customer Satisfaction Survey
HCM have eventually agreed to a customer satisfaction survey. This is your opportunity to let HCM
know your service delivery concerns, and I urge you all to spend about 5 minutes in completing the
online survey by following the link http://bit.ly/hcmsurvey2015english
Brian Thompson
Chairman
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REFUSE AND RECYCLING
Southbroom Conservancy urge every household to RECYCLE. Please separate your recyclable waste
such as paper, plastic, cans and glass (NOT Styrofoam) and place all clean dry material in a clear
plastic bag (see notice board at the Post Boxes for further info). This should be placed on your verge
early on MONDAY mornings together with your black bag containing other household refuse. Please
DO NOT place your refuse on the verge on any other days, if you cannot put out your bags on
Monday then either use a cage or take them to the depot in Outlook Road. Monkeys not only make a
mess but they and other wildlife could be injured or become sick from scavenging in rubbish bags.

SOUTHBROOM LIBRARY
Some years ago the HCM threatened to close the Southbroom Library but SRA and the community
got together and persuaded the Municipality to allow them to continue to use the facility but run the
library themselves. Since that time the library has been managed by a dedicated team of volunteers
and funded by a grant from SRA and fundraising initiatives. Each year members of the community
donate items towards a raffle for a fantastic Christmas Hamper which is currently displayed in the
library. Get your tickets in the library or at the SRA AGM on 19 th December when the draw for the
hamper will take place after the meeting.
Library hours: Tuesday & Thursday 0900 – 1300 : Saturday 0900 – 12 noon.
The Library will be closed December 26th but open from 0900-1100 on 24th and 31st December.

The Library volunteers enjoying a well-earned lunch at the Golf Club
Back L/R: Nicola Mackenzie, Heather Campbell, Liz Joyce, Les Savage, Wynand Bezuidenhout, Susan Westoby,
Dawne Murray, Annette Brink, Pam Brown – Front: Shirley Pretorius, Jackie Jacquet, Denny Davey, Elaine Harrison
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CHRISTMAS CAROLS IN THE PARK - SUNDAY 20TH DECEMBER
“Carols by Torchlight” something a little different this year, will take place in
Eyles Park (next to the Tennis Courts) on Sunday 20 th December. Full details
will be circulated and posted on the notice board closer to the time but diarise
the date and don’t forget your torches.
You may not be aware that on warm summer evenings you could see
fireflies in the indigenous wild grass area at the back of the park; after the
concert take a walk towards the Bushbuck trail and turn off your
torches to see the grass light up.

JUNGLE GYM
Don’t forget there is now a lovely Jungle Gym in Eyles Park, it’s the perfect spot to go for a picnic with
the kids if the wind has blown you off the beach or you could leave the bigger guys to supervise the
little ones while Mum and Dad have a game of tennis. We thank all those in the community who
made a donation to make this possible.

TENNIS CLUB
Member days are Wednesdays and Saturdays from 14H00 but the tennis club welcome visitors to
join them or to play at any time on their own. If you are not a member please don’t forget to pop
your R30 for the use of the courts in the honesty box. The club need funds to maintain the courts and
clubhouse; members were quite shocked when on previous occasions many visitors were seen
playing at the courts but not a cent was found in the box.

FACEBOOK
Southbroom has its own community Facebook group “Southbroom News Updates” where you can
post items of interest to the community and find up to date info on events in the area. We restrict
membership to Ratepayers, residents, their families, regular visitors and local businesses. In order to
keep the group local we do not allow advertising from outside and we ask that people do not post
security issues on FB, rather join the CPF WhatsApp group which is specifically for security (see
below). To join search from you own FB page for “Southbroom News Updates”, go to the group and
ask to join. If you are not known to admin, for security purposes, you will receive a FB message asking
for further details. Once you have replied you will be accepted into the group. The FB group
Southbroom Trader which is administered by a local business, is useful for finding services based both
inside and outside our village and businesses are requested to utilise this site for advertising
purposes. There is also a TOURISM FB page “Southbroom/Marina Beach/Trafalgar/Mpenjati” which
visitors may find of interest.

WEBSITE
Please check our website www.southbroom.org. There is a full list of local community volunteers as
well as a listing of local businesses, accommodation establishments and plenty of other useful info.
Please support our local businesses where possible as all those listed are members of SRA and
support our community. Suggestions for improvements and additions/deletions to the site are
welcome but remember this is a community website, not a tourism site.
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WEBSITE ADVERTISING
Advertising on the website is due for renewal; the cost for a small colour ad which runs through the
site is R1500pa. If you would like to advertise on the website please send your artwork to
southbroo.rpa@gmail.com

CPF
Please remember to be especially alert when you first arrive at your holiday home, this is prime time
for opportunist criminals, if you are relaxing or entertaining outside do ensure all other access areas
are secure. Southbroom has an excellent record of the lowest crime rate on the south coast; please
help us to keep it that way. If you notice anything suspicious DO NOT post on FB but immediately
phone the Southbroom police on 039 316 6760.
CPF also have a WhatsApp group purely for security incidents, to join send a WhatsApp message to
admin 076 152 4479 giving your name and lot number and you will be added to the group in your
area. All messages are monitored by the local police and admin but in case of an incident always
phone the police direct for immediate response.
Please ensure that your alarm system is serviced and functioning properly and always remember to
activate your alarm when leaving the premises or retiring for the evening.
There have been numerous problems with alarms going off continually at unoccupied premises.
Please ensure you appoint a reliable key-holder and inform your alarm company of the key-holders
contact number so that alarms can be de-activated timeously
Stay safe.

CONSERVANCY CORNER
The AGM of the Southbroom Conservancy will be held at Southbroom Golf Club at 5pm on Thursday
7th January. Guest speakers are Lloyd & Isabel Gillespie, known as The Rhino Knights.
Snacks will be served and a cash bar will be available. Conservancy do an amazing job of preserving
our flora and fauna, please make every effort to attend the meeting, they need your support.
The last thirteen pine trees in Southbroom Avenue have been felled. The fifty indigenous trees
already planted are doing well. The replacement indigenous trees will be planted before Christmas.
The Southbroom Conservancy committee need some new energetic members, please be prepared to
give some of your time to our community. If you are available phone Peddy Bam 0827713158 or
Anne Skelton 0828967814

NO FIREWORKS PLEASE
We would like to re-iterate that Southbroom is a FIREWORK FREE ZONE. Please remember that
Southbroom is a Conservancy area and we need to protect all our wildlife. Wild animals, birds as well
as pets are traumatised by fireworks. Please be considerate to our environment as well as your
neighbours and refrain from letting off any fireworks, even the seemingly safe “Chinese lanterns”
although very pretty and unobtrusive, have been found to be a fire hazard and can be mistaken for
distress flares by ships at sea, NSRI etc.

ILLEGAL DUMPING
Conservancy regularly find illegal dumping on overgrown verges and vacant stands in the bush.
Please Keep a look out for an illegal dumping and report all incidents to our local police:
Tel - 039 316 6760
5

Please help us Remove
Alien Invasive
Sword Fern
This is a call to all Southbroom Residents to
participate in our latest project in a continuous
effort to improve our conservancy.
It really is very simple
Identify just one invasive plant in your garden or on your verge
For the next few months we would like to concentrate on
easily identifiable Sword Fern
which can be removed manually
using a garden fork when the soil is moist.
This plant is spreading profusely,
displacing natural vegetation and reducing biodiversity,
having a negative effect on our ecosystem.
Your assistance in eradicating it would be appreciated.
NB Please ensure that alien plants are properly disposed of, preferably burned.
DO NOT put them on your compost or they will pop up again all over your garden
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★Are You Ready to Celebrate! ★
HUNTERS DRY WILL ONCE AGAIN PRESENT

THE SOUTHBROOM NEW YEAR’S EVE BEACH PARTY
Get your Jimmy Choo party shoes on and head for KwaZulu Natal’s most stylish New Year’s beach
party! It is not difficult to understand why this event is hailed as being KZN’s most sort after new
year’s eve beach party - just take a look at the line-up of the very best DJ’s from around South Africa.
Headline artist Royal K (JHB) will see the party into 2016 adding to the hottest party list to ever be
featured at this event : Chris Taylor (CT) - Jak Skandi (CT) - Veranda Panda - Ryan Stylz - Ryan James Mark Crundwell. -The line-up caters for all genres including Electro Progressive, Minimal , Techno &
Deep House.
Over 70m of bar area and a VIP deck overlooking the beautiful Southbroom Lagoon with private bar
and cocktail seating as well as a massive dance floor all under nomadic tent cover.
Gates open at 18h00
Tickets are available from Computicket at R220 per person or R350 for access to the VIP area
Tickets at the door R250/R400 but numbers will be limited, to guarantee entrance we recommend
you get your tickets in advance.
STRICTLY NO UNDER 18’s Security may ask for proof of age therefore young people must bring ID
For more info contact Vicky Wentzel 082 812 7944

Travel safe if you are on the roads, in the air or on the water over the holidays, we look forward to
welcoming back our regular visitors and hope you all have a wonderful holiday and a very happy 2016
Southbroom Ratepayers Association
www.southbroom.org
Southbroom.rpa@gmail.com
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GET IN THE MOOD FOR CHRISTMAS WITH A MUSICAL NIGHT AT
THE SOUTHBROOM GOLF CLUB
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